U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250

DEPARTMENTAL REGULATION Number: 1042-119

SUBJECT: Advisory Committee on Date August 27, 2003

Beginning Farmers and Ranchers opI-

Farm Loan Program

1 PURPOSE/ SCOPE

a Section 5 of the Agricultural Credit |nprovenent Act of 1992
(Pub. L. No. 102-554) required the Secretary to establish
the Advisory Comrittee on Begi nning Farners and Ranchers
(hereinafter referred to as the "Committee"). This
regul ati on reestablishes the Commrittee and serves as the
Charter for the Conmittee.

b The purpose of this Conmttee is to advise the Secretary of
Agriculture on:

(1) The devel opnent of the program of coordinated
assi stance (Federal - State Begi nni ng Farner
Partnership) to qualified beginning farmers and
ranchers under Section 309(i) of the Consolidated Farm
and Rural Devel opnent Act;

(2) Met hods of maxinizing the nunber of new farm ng and
ranchi ng opportunities created through the program

(3) Met hods of encouraging states to participate in the
progr am

(4) The administration of the program and
(5) O her methods of creating new farning or ranching
opportunities.

2 SPECI AL | NSTRUCTI ONS/ CANCELLATI ON

a The duration of the Conmttee shall be indefinite.
b This regulation will expire 2 years fromthe date of filing.
c Departnmental Regul ati on Nunber 1042-119, dated January 15,

2001, is hereby superceded.
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3 MEMBERSHI P AND OFFI CERS
a The Committee shall consist of no |less than 14 nenbers and
no nore than 20 appointed by the Secretary of Agriculture.
b Menbers shall include representatives fromthe foll ow ng
gr oups:

(1) Farm Servi ce Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Progrars;
(2) St at e begi nning farner prograns;
(3) Commercial |enders;

(4) Private nonprofit organizations with active begi nning
farmer prograns;

(5) The Cooperative State Research, Education, and
Ext ensi on Servi ce;

(6) Comunity colleges or other educational institutions
wi th denonstrated experience in training beginning
farnmers or ranchers;

(7) Oher entities or persons providing | ending or
techni cal assistance for qualified beginning farmers
or ranchers; and

(8) Farmers or ranchers.

C The nmembers of the Coormittee shall el ect a Chairperson
d Equal opportunity practices, consistent with Departnent of
Agriculture (USDA) policies, will be followed in al

appoi ntments to the Comrittee. To ensure that the
recommendati ons of the Commttee have taken into account the
needs of the diverse groups served by USDA, nenbership
shoul d include, to the extent practicable, individuals with
denonstrated ability to represent mnorities, wormen, and
persons with disabilities.

e Committee nenbers’ ternms will expire 2 years fromthe date
of this regulation’s filing.

4 DUTI ES

Menbers shall consider ways to encourage Federal and State

Begi nning Farnmer Prograns to increase assistance to beginning
farnmers and ranchers by providing joint financing. Menbers will
al so provide advice to the Secretary in accordance with Section
1(b).
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5 ESTI MATED ANNUAL OPERATI NG EXPENSES
a Menbers shall serve w thout conpensation, but may receive
rei mbursenment for travel expenses and per diemin accordance
with USDA travel regulations for attendance at Conmittee
functions.
b Esti mat ed annual operating expenses are $70,000 and . 30
staff years.
6 NUMBER AND FREQUENCY OF MEETI NGS
The Committee shall neet at |east once annually. All neetings
wi Il be open to the public.

7 REPORTS/ SUPPORT

a The Committee reports to the Secretary of Agriculture
t hrough the FSA Adninistrator.
b FSA wi ||l provide support for the Conmittee.
- END-
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